
2nd November 2022

It is time to end the harmful and divisive rhetoric around refugees and migrants.

At the Migrants’ Rights Network, we believe the way we speak about migratised people is
integral to how we treat new and settled racialised communities. Recent remarks made by
Home Secretary Suella Braverman MP depicting people seeking safety as an “invasion” and
an enemy to be feared mirrors far-right rhetoric about migrants and refugees. This has been
met with criticism, with Sir Roger Gale, whose constituency includes the now infamous
Manston facility, voicing concerns about the impact of the Home Secretary’s inflammatory
language, specifically by extremists.

But this narrative is not exclusive to the right. Words such as “illegal migrants”, “genuine
asylum seekers” and ‘refugee crisis’ are commonly used by opposition parties, the liberal
media or sometimes even the Third Sector itself.

When a person in a political position with the responsibility for the safety and protection of
our refugee and migrant communities uses such divisive and harmful language, we need to
call it out. The hostility and dehumanising language we read and hear needs to be
challenged with more fervour.

We are asking for the Home Secretary to withdraw her comments and apologise. We are
also calling on the charity sector, activists and community groups to join us in calling for an
end to the alienating and divisive narrative around migration.

Remember, our #WordsMatter. It’s time to defy the narrative.
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